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by sea. Only from Great Britain and France was there any
effective withholding of supplies. On these two powers fell
the whole burden of Italy's hostility. Soon after the general
election of October 1935, we tried to repair the greatest
diplomatic blunder committed by this country since the days
of James I by formulating proposals with France for a com-
promise settlement. The French Government was tottering to
its fall, but Mr. Baldwin's government had just received a fresh
and clear mandate from the electorate and decided, for once,
to take a bold initiative. The result was the famous Hoare-
Laval proposal This proposal, if put forward privately, would
have been acceptable to both belligerents, would have given
Italy a great diplomatic success but would have preserved a
measure of sovereignty to the Abyssinians. Instead, it was
made in good faith by a government determined above all to
save the face of the League. The plan was therefore published
to the world, and at once condemned by the left-wing press in
France and the whole of the press in Great Britain and the
United States, Most of the neutrals were sceptical; Russia was
frankly hostile. The plan was withdrawn in a panic, almost
before it had been rejected by both belligerents on very different
grounds. Italy saw in the disunion of the League forces the
chance of a complete victory. Abyssinia was so utterly misled
by the'outcry against the concessions proposed to be given to
Italy as to think that the world would, if need be, rally actively
to her side. Mr. Baldwin lost his nerve; Sir Samuel Hoare
resigned; Haile Selassie lost his throne and the world drifted
on to the catastrophe which was now, humanly speaking,
unavoidable.

The Hoare-Laval proposal was, of course, only a bad second-
best, Italy's attack on Abyssinia had been wholly unprovoked.
If the Amharic dynasty, presided over by the Emperor Haile
Selassie, was certainly not the representative of a people rightly
struggling to be free,1 it had been the victim of a naked act of
aggression, and the Hoare-Laval proposal represented nothing
more nor less than a surrender to force. As a reward for
returning to Geneva's fold, the aggressor was to be allowed to

1 Haile Selassie was not even the hereditary emperor. The nominal heir
was in chains in a dungeon.            ,